
    

 

 

 

 

Fantasy League 

Author: Mike Lupica 

Like the best Disney film in book form, like Moneyball for kids, Fantasy League is every football kid's 

dream scenario. 

The Ballad of a Broken Nose 

Author: Arne Svingen 

The Ballad of a Broken Nose is a sweet story about bravery, fear, bullying, sports, and music. But 

most of all it is about the important days of your life, days when everything seems to happen at 

once and nothing ever will be the same again. 

The Only Road 

Author: Alexandra Diaz 

Inspired by true events, The Only Road is an individual story of a boy who feels that leaving his 

home and risking everything is his only chance for a better life. It is a story of fear and bravery, love 

and loss, strangers becoming family, and one boy’s treacherous and life-changing journey. 

Code of Honor 

Author: Alan Gratz 

From the acclaimed of author of Prisoner B-3087, a timely, heart-racing action-adventure about the 

War on Terror -- and the bond between brothers. 

I Will Always Write Back 

Author: Martin Ganda and Caitlin Alifirenka 

In this compelling dual memoir, Caitlin and Martin recount how they became best friends --and 

better people--through their long-distance exchange. Their story will inspire you to look beyond your 

own life and wonder about the world at large and your place in it. 
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The Boy in the Black Suite 

Author: Jason Reynolds 
Just when seventeen-year-old Matt thinks he can’t handle one more piece of terrible news, he 

meets a girl who’s dealt with a lot more—and who just might be able to clue him in on how to rise 

up when life keeps knocking him down—in this “vivid, satisfying, and ultimately upbeat tale of 

grief, redemption, and grace” (Kirkus Reviews) from the Coretta Scott King – John Steptoe Award–

winning author of When I Was the Greatest.  

 

 
Uprooted 

Author: Albert Marrin 

Today, America is still filled with racial tension, and personal liberty in wartime is as relevant a topic 

as ever. Moving and impactful, National Book Award finalist Albert Marrin’s sobering exploration of 

this monumental injustice shines as bright a light on current events as it does on the past. 

Adrift 

Author: Paul Griffin 

Worlds collide when the group ventures out to sea aboard a small boat that Stef sneaks out from 

her dad's dock. As the waves rise and the fragile vessel weakens, things go horribly wrong. Adrift at 

sea for days, who will have what it takes to survive? 

Ghostlight 

Author: Sonia Gensler 

Things that go bump in the night are just the beginning when a summer film project becomes a 

real-life ghost story! 

Dumplin’ 

Author: Julie Murphy 

For fans of John Green, Rainbow Rowell, and Sarah Dessen comes this powerful novel with a 

fearless heroine—self-proclaimed fat girl Willowdean Dickson—from Julie Murphy, the acclaimed 

author of Side Effects May Vary. With starry Texas nights, red candy suckers, Dolly Parton songs, and 

a wildly unforgettable heroine, Dumplin’ is guaranteed to steal your heart. 
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Fish in a Tree 

Author: Lynda Mullaly Hunt 

The author of the beloved One for the Murphys gives readers an emotionally-charged, uplifting novel 

that will speak to anyone who’s ever thought there was something wrong with them because they 

didn’t fit in. This paperback edition includes The Sketchbook of Impossible Things and discussion 

questions. 

You Can Fly 

Author: Carole Boston Weatherford 

From training days in Alabama to combat on the front lines in Europe, this is the story of the Tuskegee 

Airmen, the groundbreaking African-American pilots of World War II. In vibrant second-person poems, 

Carole Boston Weatherford teams up for the first time with her son, artist Jeffery Weatherford, in a 

powerful and inspiring book that allows readers to fly, too. 

Ghost 

Author: Jason Reynolds   

Ghost has a crazy natural talent, but no formal training. If he can stay on track, literally and 

figuratively, he could be the best sprinter in the city. But Ghost has been running for the wrong 

reasons—it all started with running away from his father, who, when Ghost was a very little boy, 

chased him and his mother through their apartment, then down the street, with a loaded gun, aiming 

to kill. Since then, Ghost has been the one causing problems—and running away from them—until he 

meets Coach, an ex-Olympic Medalist who blew his own shot at success by using drugs. 

blowing their shots at life. 

Fast Break 

Author: Mike Lupica 

Forced to live on his own after his mom dies and her boyfriend abandons him, 12-year-old Jayson does 

whatever it takes to get by. He will do anything to avoid the foster care system. He manages to get 

away with his deception until the day he gets caught stealing a new pair of basketball sneakers. Game 

over. Within a day a social worker places him with a family from the other side of town, the Lawtons. 

New home, new school, new teammates. 

All American Boys 

Author: Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely 

In this Coretta Scott King Honor Award–winning novel, two teens—one black, one white—grapple with 

the repercussions of a single violent act that leaves their school, their community, and, ultimately, the 

country bitterly divided by racial tension. 

SECONDARY BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Booked 

Author: Kwame Alexander 

Like lightning/you strike/fast and free/legs zoom/down field/eyes fixed/on the checkered ball/on the 

goal/ten yards to go/can’t nobody stop you/ 

can’t nobody cop you… 

As Brave as You 

Author: Jason Reynolds 

When two brothers decide to prove how brave they are, everything backfires—literally—in this 

“pitch-perfect contemporary novel” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review) by the winner of the Coretta 

Scott King – John Steptoe Award. 

Big Top Burning 

Author: Laura A. Woollett 

Combining a gripping disaster story, an ongoing detective and forensics saga, and vivid details 

about life in World War II–era America, Big Top Burning is sure to intrigue any history or real-life 

mystery fan. 

House Arrest 

Author: K.A. Holt 

Timothy is a good kid who did a bad thing. Now he's under house arrest for a whole year. He has to 

check in weekly with a probation officer and a therapist, keep a journal, and stay out of trouble. But 

when he must take drastic measures to help his struggling family, staying out of trouble proves more 

difficult than Timothy ever thought it would be. Touching, funny, and always original, House Arrest is 

a novel in verse about a good boy's hard-won path to redemption. 

 

Every Last Word 

Author: Tamara Ireland Stone 

If you could read my mind, you wouldn't be smiling. 
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The Secrets We Keep 

Author: Trisha Leaver 

The Secrets We Keep by Trisha Leaver is a fast-paced, powerful story about identity, sibling love, and 

accepting yourself. 

The Wrong Side of Wright 

Author: Jenn Marie Thorne 

Set against a backdrop of politics, family, and first love, this is a story of personal responsibility, 

complicated romance, and trying to discover who you are even as everyone tells you who you 

should be. 

Stick 

Author: Michael Harmon 

A twist of fate brings this unlikely pair together in a friendship that is as odd as it is true. Each can 

see the other better than he can see himself, and in these unexpected reflections lies a chance for 

mutual redemption. 
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